THE PROPHET DECLARES A CHILD WILL BE BORN

First Church at Worship

2ND READING

THE HANGING OF THE GREENS
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
OPENING VOLUNTARY
Come, Thou Savior of our Race

Andreas Vetter

*CHIMING OF THE TRINITY
Hyfrydol

How shall we prepare this house for the coming of the King?
With branches of cedar, the tree of royalty.
How shall we prepare this house for the coming of the eternal Christ?
With garlands of pine and fir, whose leaves are ever living, ever green.
How shall we prepare this house for the coming of our Savior?
With wreaths of holly and ivy,
telling of his passion, death, and resurrection.

3RD READING

Isaiah 53:1 -6 OT

Pgs. 683-684

In ancient times,
holly and ivy were considered signs of Christ's passion.
Their prickly leaves suggested the crown of thorns,
the red berries the blood of the Savior
and the bitter bark the drink offered to Jesus on the cross.

Who Is He

GOD WILL SEND A RIGHTEOUS KING
OT Pg. 725

In ancient times the cedar was revered as the tree of royalty. It also signified
immortality and was used for purification. We place this cedar branch as a sign
of Christ, who reigns as King for ever, and whose coming, in justice and
righteousness, will purify our hearts.
THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH
Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe. John the Baptist calls
all people to prepare the Lord’s way for the kingdom of heaven in near. Bless
us as we light the candles on this wreath. Baptize us with the fire of your Spirit,
that we may be a light shining in the darkness welcoming others as Christ has
welcomed us, for he is our light and our salvation. Blessed be God forever.
Besançon

NT Pgs. 91-92

As we prepare for the coming of Jesus, the Light of the World,
we light the Chrismon tree.

I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth;
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead and buried,
the third day he rose from the dead;
he ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of
God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come
to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
Doxology No. 95

OFFERTORY

Of the Father’s Love Begotten

Wilbur Held
J. S. Bach

Jesu, joy of man's desiring, holy wisdom, love most bright;
Drawn by Thee, our souls aspiring soar to uncreated light.

Theirs is beauty's fairest pleasure; theirs is wisdom's holiest treasure.
Thou dost ever lead Thine own in the love of joys unknown.

Holy Lord, we come with joy to celebrate the birth of your Son,
who rescued us from the darkness of sin
by making the cross a tree of life and light.

*PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS

May this tree, arrayed in splendor,
remind us of the life–giving cross of Christ,
that we may always rejoice in the new life that shines in our hearts.

*HYMN OF SENDING No. 220
Angels from the Realms of Glory

Regent Square

*BENEDICTION AND CHORAL RESPONSE
*CHIMING OF THE TRINITY

We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Houston
I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light
Rev. Kyle
“Let’s Get Ready”

No. 881

Through the way where hope is guiding, hark, what peaceful music rings;
Where the flock, in Thee confiding, drink of joy from deathless springs.

THE BLESSING OF THE CHRISMON TREE

CHILDREN’S MOMENT

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

Word of God, our flesh that fashioned, with the fire of life impassioned,
Striving still to truth unknown, soaring, dying round Thy throne.

During this Advent, wherever you see a lighted Christmas tree,
let it call to mind the One who brings light to our darkness,
healing to our brokenness, and peace to all who receive him.

HYMN No. 206

Rev. Kyle Randle
“God Is Ready, Are You?”

OFFERTORY ANTHEM
Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring (from Cantata 147)

THE MYSTERY OF THE INCARNATION
John 1:1 -5, 9-14

SERMON

NT Pg. 60

MORNING PRAYERS
SILENT PRAYERS
PASTORAL PRAYER
THE LORD’S PRAYER

Who Is He in Yonder Stall?

4TH READING

Luke 3:1-6

*THE GLORIA PATRI No. 70

HYMN No. 190

For God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the
world through him might be saved.
Glory to God in the highest!

HYMN OF LIGHTING No. 202
People Look East (stanza 2)

THE FOURTH SERVANT SONG

As we place the holly and ivy in the wreath,
let us rejoice in the coming of Jesus, our Savior.

How shall we prepare our hearts for the coming of the Son of God?
By hearing again the words of the prophets,
who foretold the saving work of God.

Jeremiah 23:5 -6

Veni Emmanuel
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (stanzas 5, 6, 7)

For Christians, this passage from Isaiah reflects the sufferings of Jesus,
who saved us from our sins by his death on the cross, and by his
resurrection from the dead.

*THE CALL TO WORSHIP

1ST READING

OT Pg. 638

Because the needles of pine and fir trees appear not to die each season, the
ancients saw them as signs of things that last for ever. Isaiah tells us that there
will be no end to the reign of the Messiah. Therefore, we hang this wreath of
evergreens shaped in a circle, which itself has no end, to signify the eternal
reign of Jesus, the Christ.
HYMN No. 211

*PROCESSIONAL HYMN No. 196
Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus

Isaiah 9:2, 6-7

*THE GOSPEL LESSON

*CLOSING VOLUNTARY

Chaconne

Louis Couperin

The altar flowers are given to the glory of God
and his son, Jesus Christ in loving memory of
James W. Taylor Jr. and Mr. and Mrs. Ray Clonts
by Dawn and Danny Clonts and Josie Taylor Holbert.

NOTES FOR WORSHIP
Numbers by the hymns, Affirmation of Faith, Gloria Patri, Doxology, and
Psalter are from the United Methodist Hymnal found in the pew racks. Old
Testament and New Testament scripture readings are from the New Revised
Standard Version, located in the pew. Page numbers for the readings are listed
in the order of worship.

Serving This Sunday, December 2
Altar Guild: Amy Lovell Jenkins, Libby McCutcheon, Sylvia Richardson,
Lillian Sherry, Betty Smith
Crucifer and Acolytes: Samuel Hickman, Lila Myers, Jade Edwards
Counting Committee: (Sunday) William Goldfinch / Jack McCutcheon
(Monday) Maxine Dunn / Margaret Thompson
Trustee Duty: Kelly Cooper
Sound Technician: Lee Hickman / Charles Hucks / Thomas Hickman
Ushers: Jimmy Hammond (Chairman), Hunter Jenkins (Co-Chairman)
Randy Bell, Kelly Cooper, Garvin Huggins, Morgan Martin, Charles Myers,
Bert Owen, Lavon Singleton, Ernie Turnes
Nursery Volunteers: Allison Dudley, Candace Baxter, Julia Brooks
Children’s Church: Katelyn and Ann Stegall

Stewardship & Attendance
Christian sympathy is given to Amanda Roof and family on
the death of her mother, Kay Alford who passed away on
Monday, December 3 at her residence.
Special Thanks: Alex Todd would like to thank his church family for all the
prayers and encouragement he received during his recent heart-related event.
He is doing much better!

THINGS TO KNOW WHILE WORSHIPING AT FIRST UMC
We are grateful that you have chosen to worship with us today. We hope that
you will receive a blessing from the service. If you don’t already have a church
home, it is our hope that you will consider letting First Church fill that need.
All worshipers are asked to sign the Attendance Pad at the end of each pew and
pass it along to your neighbors.
The Nursery is located on the first floor of the Education Wing in Rm. 118. Our
nursery is staffed with paid professionals and loving volunteers. Parents are
asked to sign in their children and check out a pager, so that we may
contact you should the need arise during worship.
A restroom is located in the Narthex, the Parlor, and the first floor of the
Education Wing. Baby Changing Stations are located in the Nursery, Rm. 118.
In the hustle and bustle of getting ourselves ready for church, it is easy to forget
to turn off our cell phones. We offer this gentle reminder to please turn cell
phones off so that the worship service is not disrupted by them.

Operating
Direct Deposit
Missionary Fund
CAP
Poinsettia
Poinsettia Child
Christmas Project
Building Fund
Total

15,213.03
800.00
35.00
268.00
195.50
381.00
200.00
1,742.00
18,834.53

Sunday School
Morning Worship
Handbell Concert
Covered Dish Fellowship
Wreath Making
Wonderful Wednesday
Food Items for CAP

This Week at FUMC
Sunday, December 9
9:30 a.m. Children’s Recorder Consort Rehearsal / Choir Room 105
9:45 a.m. Sunday School
9:45 a.m. Confirmation Class / Rm. 205
10:00 a.m. The Hut Bible Class / Broadcast 100.9 FM
11:00 a.m. Morning Worship / Sanctuary
4:00 p.m. Gloria Concert / Sanctuary
5:30 p.m. UMYF/ FLC
6:00 p.m. Evening Service / The Hut
Monday, December 10
12:00 p.m. Advent Luncheon / FUMC Fellowship Hall
4:00 p.m. Children’s Dress Rehearsal / FLC
5:00 p.m. Scholarship Task Force Meeting / FLC
Tuesday, December 11
6:30 p.m. UMW Christmas Party / FLC
Wednesday, December 12
3:00-4:00 p.m. Gathering: Snacks, Homework, Playtime / Room 119
4:00-5:30 p.m. Learning/Crafts/Activities / Room119
4:30- 5:30 p.m. Musical Rehearsal / FLC
6:00 p.m.
Children’s Musical / FLC
Thursday, December 13
7:00 p.m. Candlelight Advent Concert/ The Hut
Friday, December 14
6:00 p.m. John McCutcheon Class Party / FLC
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1001 Fifth Avenue, Conway
South Carolina 29526
(843) 488-4251
www.fumcconway.org
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Second Sunday of Advent
December 9, 2012
11:00 a.m.

Welcome to First United Methodist Church
Out of a broken and sinful world, all people are welcomed into the body
of Jesus Christ at First Church. As children of God, together we join in
worship to experience the transforming love of our Savior.
We gather this morning to worship God as we journey through the season
of Advent towards Christmas. This morning we will begin worship with
the Hanging of the Greens as our church begins to wear its Christmas
apparel. For the first time our Christmas trees stand in the sanctuary. This
day for the first time its lights will shine for us. As we make ready for the
birth of the child by preparing this sanctuary, we make ready ourselves
and the sanctuary of our own hearts. We are mindful that, although it is
not Christmas yet, it will be here soon, very soon. Let us prepare
ourselves to receive Christ this day.

