First Church at Worship
Voluntary

Lo, How a Rose E´er Blooming

Johannes Brahms

*Chiming of the Trinity
*Greeting
Glory to God in the highest.
And on earth peace and good will toward men.
Behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people.
Glory be to God on High.
For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his
shoulders;
And he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting
Father, Prince of Peace.
*Processional Hymn
O Come, All Ye Faithful
Adeste Fideles
O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem.
Come and behold Him, Born the King of angels;
Refrain:
O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord.
Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation;
O sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!
Glory to God, all glory in the highest;

Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy evening,
Jesus, to thee be all glory given.
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing: Refrain
*Lighting the Christ Candle

I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light

In him there is no darkness at all; The night and the day are both alike.
The Lamb is the light of the city of God; Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus.

The First Lesson
2

The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness—
on them light has shined.
3
You have multiplied the nation,
you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you
as with joy at the harvest,
as people exult when dividing plunder.
4
For the yoke of their burden,
and the bar across their shoulders,
the rod of their oppressor,
you have broken as on the day of Midian.
5
For all the boots of the tramping warriors
and all the garments rolled in blood
shall be burned as fuel for the fire.
6
For a child has been born for us,
a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders;
and he is named

The Anthem (5:00pm)

His Name Is Jesus

Isaiah 9:2-7

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds
said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has
taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16So they went with
haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the
manger. 17When they saw this, they made known what had been told them
about this child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds
told them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her
heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they
had heard and seen, as it had been told them.
Nick Robertson

Sara Randle, soloist

The Response(11:00pm) O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
Veni Emmanuel
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.
The Second Lesson

Titus 2:11-14

11

The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, 12training us
to renounce impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live
lives that are self-controlled, upright, and godly, 13while we wait for the
blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God and
Savior, Jesus Christ. 14He it is who gave himself for us that he might
redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own who
are zealous for good deeds.

* Sequence Hymn
Angels We Have Heard on High
Angels we have heard on high
sweetly singing o'er the plains,
and the mountains in reply
echoing their joyous strains.

Refrain

15

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
7
His authority shall grow continually,
and there shall be endless peace
for the throne of David and his kingdom.
He will establish and uphold it
with justice and with righteousness
from this time onward and forevermore.
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.

Gloria

1

The Meditation
The Anthem (5:00 pm)

Gloria

Rev. Kyle D. Randle
Away in A Manger

Hymn of Response(11:00pm) Let There Be Peace
Let there be peace on earth, and let it begin with me;
let there be peace on earth, the peace that was meant to be.
With God our creator, family all are we.
Let us walk with each other in perfect harmony.
Invitation to the Table
In Christ’s manger, at Christ’s table,
come, see what God makes known for you.

Refrain:
Gloria, in excelsis Deo!
Gloria, in excelsis Deo!
* The Christmas Gospel

* Sequence Hymn
Angels We Have Heard on High
Come to Bethlehem and see
Christ whose birth the angels sing,
come, adore on bended knee,
Christ the Lord, the newborn King
Refrain:
Gloria, in excelsis Deo!
Gloria, in excelsis Deo!

Confession and Pardon
Luke 2:1-20

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the
world should be registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken
while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be
registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to
Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended
from the house and family of David. 5He went to be registered with Mary,
to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6While they were
there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her
firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger,
because there was no place for them in the inn.
8
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch
over their flock by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them,
and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10But
the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good
news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day in the city of
David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you:
you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a
manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the
heavenly host, praising God and saying,
14
“Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”

In Christ, we are bold to name our sin and cry out for peace.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Holy God,
we confess our sin before you.
We replace compassion with competition.
We seek what is mighty while ignoring the meek.
We are quick to anger but slow to forgive.
We have not put on love in harmony with you.
Wrap us in the grace of your powerful Word.
Swaddle our hearts with your peace,
that all we do, in word or deed,
may reflect your love born among us.
Amen.
I bring you good news of great joy for all people:
God has come among us
in the child born of Mary, Christ the Lord.
☩ In Christ your sins are forgiven
and you are clothed in peace.
Amen.
The Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Mack Walberg
World Peace

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is right, and a good and joyful thing,
always and everywhere to give thanks
to you, Almighty God,
Creator of heaven and earth.
A thousand years is but a day in your sight;
you are steadfast and sure.
You come with might to protect us.
Like a shepherd you feed us and
hold us gently in your arms
to give us comfort in times of trial.
And so, with your people on earth
and all the company of heaven
we praise your name and join
their unending hymn:
Holy, holy, holy, Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory!
Hosanna in the highest!
Blessed is he who comes
in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Holy are you,
and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ.
Whose coming was foretold
by your prophet John in the wilderness
He prepared us for Jesus who came to give us life.
By the baptism of his suffering, death, and resurrection
you gave birth to your Church,
delivered us from slavery to sin and death,
and made with us a new covenant by water and the Spirit.
On the night in which he gave himself up for us,
he took bread, gave thanks to you, broke the bread,
gave it to his disciples, and said:
"Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you.
Do this in remembrance of me."
When the supper was over he took the cup,
gave thanks to you,
gave it to his disciples, and said:
"Drink from this, all of you;
this is my blood of the new covenant poured out for you
and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me."
And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ,
we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving
as a holy and living sacrifice,
in union with Christ's offering for us,
as we proclaim the mystery of faith.
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here,
and on these gifts of bread and wine.
Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ,
that we may be for the world the body of Christ, redeemed by his blood.

By your Spirit make us one with Christ,
one with each other, and one in ministry to all the world,
until Christ comes in final victory, and we feast at his heavenly banquet.
Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church,
all honor and glory is yours, almighty God, now and for ever. Amen
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.
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Breaking the Bread
Giving the Bread and Cup

All are invited to the Lord’s Table.
Please follow the direction of the ushers.

Music at Communion

O Holy Night

Caroline Deal, soloist

Adolphe Adam

As familiar carols are played, you are invited to join in the singing.

Post Communion Prayer

Sharing the Light

John 1:1-14

Please take a candle from the basket as you return to your seat.
We ask you to wait until we begin singing before lighting your candle.
Candles may be placed in the basket in the Narthex
as you leave following the Hymn of Sending.

* Hymn of light

Silent Night

Stille Nacht

Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright
Round yon Virgin Mother and Child.
Holy Infant so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.

Welcome to First UMC

Silent night, holy night, shepherds quake at the sight;
glories stream from heaven afar,
heavenly hosts sing Alleluia!
Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born!
* Blessing
* Hymn of Sending

Hark the Herald Angels Sing

Mendelssohn

Hark! The herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King;
Peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinner reconciled!"
Joyful, all ye nations rise, join the triumph of the skies;
With th’angelic host proclaim, "Christ is born in Bethlehem!"
Hark! The herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King!"
Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace! Hail the Sun of Righteousness!
Light and life to all he brings, risen with healing in his wings.
Mild he lays his glory by, born that we no more may die,
born to raise us from the earth, born to give us second birth.
Hark! the herald angels sing, "Glory to the new born King!"
*Closing Voluntary

Fantasy on In Dulci Jubilo

Christmas Eve
December 24, 2021
5:00 p.m. & 11:00 p.m.

Please add your voice and heart to the hymns and prayers.
Everyone is welcome at Jesus’ Table, and everyone’s voice is
needed to tell the Good News of God’s love in Christ. We are
glad you have joined us this day for the celebration of Christ’s
coming among us at Christmas—the incarnation. The
Christmas season lasts twelve days: from Christmas Day until
January 5, the day before the Epiphany. Christmas is much
more than simply the celebration of Jesus’ birth: it reminds us
of the central truth that “the Word became flesh and lived
among us” (John 1:14), fulfilling the prophecy that “the young
woman is with child and shall bear a son, and shall name him
Immanuel—God is with us” (Isaiah 7:14).
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