First Lesson

April 9, 2020

Maundy Thursday

7:00 p.m.

With nightfall our Lenten observances come to an end, and we gather with
Christians around the world to celebrate the Three Days of Jesus’ death and
resurrection. At the heart of the Maundy Thursday liturgy is Jesus’
commandment to love one another. As Jesus washed the feet of his disciples,
we are called to follow his example as we humbly care for one another,
especially the poor and the unloved. At the Lord’s table we remember Jesus’
sacrifice of his life, even as we are called to offer ourselves in love for the life
of the world.
Opening Voluntary

Gerald Near
Ah, Holy Jesus

* Greeting
Return to the Lord, God of all mercies,
for a feast of love has been prepared for his own.
I will bless the Lord at all times.
His praise shall be continually in my mouth.
O taste and see the goodness of the Lord.
Happy are those who take refuge in God.
O magnify the Lord with me,
And let us exalt God’s name together.
* The Hymn No. 292

St. Peter

stanza 1

What Wondrous Love Is This
* Prayer of Confession and Pardon
Friends in Christ,
in this Lenten season we have heard our Lord’s call to struggle against
sin, death, and the devil—all that keeps us from loving God and one
another. This is the struggle to which we were called at baptism. On this
night let us confess our sin against God and our neighbor, and enter the
celebration of the great Three Days reconciled with God and with one
another.
Most Merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot
free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word and
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy
name. Amen.
Kriewald Kyrie
Lord Have Mercy
Repeated phrases are sung first by the leader and then by all.

Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: 2This month
shall mark for you the beginning of months; it shall be the first month of
the year for you. 3Tell the whole congregation of Israel that on the tenth of
this month they are to take a lamb for each family, a lamb for each
household. 4If a household is too small for a whole lamb, it shall join its
closest neighbor in obtaining one; the lamb shall be divided in proportion to
the number of people who eat of it. 11This is how you shall eat it: your loins
girded, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and you shall
eat it hurriedly. It is the passover of the Lord. 12For I will pass through the
land of Egypt that night, and I will strike down every firstborn in the land
of Egypt, both human beings and animals; on all the gods of Egypt I will
execute judgments: I am the Lord. 13The blood shall be a sign for you on
the houses where you live: when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and
no plague shall destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt.
14
This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate
it as a festival to the Lord; throughout your generations you shall observe it
as a perpetual ordinance.
This is the word of God for the people of God
Thanks be to God.
The Response No. 549
Where Charity and Love Prevail

Wondrous Love

* Kyrie Eleison No. 482

Exodus 12:1-4, 11-14

Second Lesson

I Corinthians 11:23-26

23

For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the
Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, 24and
when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body that is for
you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 25In the same way he took the cup
also, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do
this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26For as often as you
eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he
comes. This is the word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God.
Anthem

Lamb of God

Twila Paris

Lila Myers, soloist

* The Gospel

John 13:1-17, 31b-35

Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come
to depart from this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who
were in the world, he loved them to the end. 2The devil had already put it
into the heart of Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray him. And during
supper 3Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands,
and that he had come from God and was going to God, 4got up from the
table, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel around himself. 5Then he
poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe
them with the towel that was tied around him. 6He came to Simon Peter,
who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” 7Jesus answered,
“You do not know now what I am doing, but later you will
understand.” 8Peter said to him, “You will never wash my feet.” Jesus
answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no share with me.” 9Simon Peter
said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my
head!” 10Jesus said to him, “One who has bathed does not need to wash,

except for the feet, but is entirely clean. And you are clean, though not all of
you.” 11For he knew who was to betray him; for this reason he said, “Not all
of you are clean.”
12
After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned
to the table, he said to them, “Do you know what I have done to you? 13You
call me Teacher and Lord—and you are right, for that is what I am. 14So if I,
your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one
another’s feet. 15For I have set you an example, that you also should do as I
have done to you. 16Very truly, I tell you, servants are not greater than their
master, nor are messengers greater than the one who sent them. 17If you
know these things, you are blessed if you do them.
31b
“Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified
in him. 32If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in
himself and will glorify him at once. 33Little children, I am with you only a
little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to
you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come.’ 34I give you a new
commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also
should love one another. 35By this everyone will know that you are my
disciples, if you have love for one another.”
Glory to You, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ.
Glory to You, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ.
A new commandment I give to you: Love one another as I have loved you.
Glory to You, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ.
The Homily

Rev. Rob Donehue

The Footwashing
Fellow servants of our Lord Jesus Christ: On the night before his death,
Jesus set an example for his disciples by washing their feet, an act of
humble service. He taught that strength and growth in the life of the
Kingdom of God come not by power, authority, or even miracle, but by
such lowly service.
Hymn No. 432

Jesu, Jesu

Chereponi

* The Peace
Upon washing the disciples’ feet, Jesus said to them, “I have given you an
example, that you should do as I have done. Peace I leave with you; my
peace I give to you; peace which the world cannot give, I give to you.”
Reconciled by his love, let us offer prayers for peace.
The peace of the Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Prayers of the People
Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
The Stripping of the Altar

Psalm 22

* Depart in Silence
~ The Service Will Continue Tomorrow at 3 o’clock in the afternoon~
Online Service Only

Please join us in our continual worship of Christ’s
Death and Resurrection
The Good Friday service will be available
at 3:00 p.m. Online Service Only.

The services will continue Saturday evening
at 8:00 pm with the Great Easter Vigil.
Online Service Only

www.fumcconway.org
www.stanneconway.org

The Easter Celebration will continue
Sunday morning / Online Service Only
at 10:30 am as we welcome
the celebration of the Resurrection.
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Gethsemane
On a hill backlit by twilight,
the disciples gather like crows
for the night.
This is their down time, time to browse
among the olive branches, Christ with them,
their apostolic flight slowed at last
to a head-nodding drowse,
to a flutter of tattered cloak,
the unraveling hem
dragging in the dirt like a hurt wing.
They flock momentarily around him,
then settle down, safe in the soft swing
of wind that rises and then falls back
with deepest evening

Into distance, and sleep, while Christ’s black
feathers burn in his father’s fist,
plucked by God before by Judas kissed.
Kelly Cherry, God’s Loud Hand: Poems

